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CHAP. NI 


Anu 8 as the vabelierer and difobedient 
is curſed in every thing, and Ae. 
PRs goes, and in whatſoever he does : curſed- 
e HE CT and curſed alſo in the. field: 
curſed in the fruit of his body, and in the fruit of bis, ground, 
in the fruit of his: cattle: curſed auhen he cometh in, and 5 4 
alſo when be goeth out: curſed in this. Hife, aud 1 in the 
to come; as is at-large expreſt, Deut. xxviti, ſo the believer has 
 *.obeys the voice of the Lord, ſhall be bleſſed 5 jo BEET thi 
does, wherever he goes, and whatſoever befals him, as | by 
. Promiſed. i in the former part of the ſame chapter, and as I have 
proved in the eleven foregoing ſections. Vea, God will blefs all 
that belong to him; for his children and poſterity, yea, many 
generations after him ſhall fare ihe better for his ſake, Exod. xx. 
5. Gen. xx%. 27, Ha. liv, 45, and lav, 8. Ram. XI. 28. Gen. 
© xvii. 26, 29,31, 32. and,xXVis 24. and xxzix, Se: 1 £3) 
12, 32, 34. and xv. 4. 2 Kings vii. 19. and xix. 34. La. 5 5 
1% and xly. 4. Matt. xxiv. 22. yea, the very place where | e 
wells, perhaps the whole kingdom he lives in, Cen xxxix. to, 
xli. whereas many, yea, multitudes, Numb. xxv, 18. Deut, i. 37. 
And lii. 26. Pal. cvi. 32. 6 eren a whole army, 72%. vii. 4, to 44. 
ea, his childrens children, unto the third and fourth 3 
; x face the worſe for. a wicked man, and an unbeliever, Ex . 
The prayers. of a believer ſhall profit — z for he is more pre- 
valent with God to take away a judgment from a people or 75 8 
tion, than a thouſand others, Exel. xviii. 11, 12, 13. And 
counts it a lin te ceaſe W x ow his. en and ** 2 
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God, as a 


_ 'Ceived, Jude 6, i 


- "not be an impriſonment during the king's pleaſure; but during | 
the King of King's plepſure : it is not a captiviry of ſeventy years, 


N 
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dous enemies, 1 Sam. xii. 23. tho' they, like fools, would (if 


they durſt, or were permitted) cut him off, and all the race of 
God's people, P/al. Ixxxili. 4. Eber iii. 6, 9, 13. Which is as 


if one with a hatchet ſhould cut off the bough of a tree upon 


which he ſtandeth. For they are beholden 10 believers for their 
very lives: yea, it is for their ſakes, and becauſe the number 

©h it's church is not yet actompliſhe#, Sander af aft of 
Hell. But to go on; As all things, (is.) poverty ;-impriſon- 
ment, ſlander, perſecution, fickneſs, death, teinporal judgmeuts, 


ſpiritual deſertions; yea, even fin and Satan himſelf, ſhall turn 


together for the beſt unto thoſe that love God, as you have ſeen: 
fo all things hall turn together for the work unto thoſe that hate 
| fk unt denn 30 

mercy of God, and the means of grace, ſhall prove their bare, 
and enhance their damnation; yea, Chriſt himſelf, that only 
fummum bonum, who is the ſaviour to all believers, ſha!l be a juſt 


| Tevenger to all unbelievers; and ſay unto them;/DeFert; ye curſe | 
ad, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil and his angels, Matt. 
XXV. 41, 6. Which ſhall be an everlaſting departure, (not for 


à day, not for yeats of days, not for millions of years, but for 
-eternity,) into ſuch pains as can neither be expreſſed, rior con- 
Red. xx. 10. Matt. iii. 12. Heb. vi. 2 

SECT, z. Wickedneſs hath but a time, a ſnort time, a moment of 
time; but the puniſhment of wickedneſs is beyond all time: There 


Pall be no endl of plagues to the wicked man, Prov: xxiv. 20 Neir 


svorm ſhall nul die, neither ſhall their fire be quenched, Wa: xxx. 33. 
And Ixvi. 24. Matt. xxv. 41. Mark ix.44. And there fore it is ſaid, 
The ſmoke of their torment doth aſcend for ever and ever, Rev. iv. 12. 


and xx, 108. So that if all the men that evet have or ſhall be creat- | 
ed, were Briartus lire, hundred - handed, and ſhould at once take 


pens in their hundred Hands, and do nothing elſe for ten hundred 


thouſand millions of years, but ſum vp in'figures as many. hun- 


-Qred thouſand millions as they could; yet never could they, re- 


—* $ 


duce to a total, or cônfine within number; this triſyllable word 


Tetra or that word of four ſyllables [everlaſting] 5b 
Now let ſuch as forget God, but ſeriouſly conſidet this: It will 


like that of the chlaren of T/rae! in Babylon , for that had an end: 


Nor like a captivity of ſeventy millions of generations; for that 
- - Alfo'would'in time de ended: but even for ever. The wicked 


: Thaltlive as102 


in Hell, as there ſhall be a joſt God in Heaven. 


. 5 Here we ſure time by days, monkhs, years; but for eter- 
5 $7 > ( | ; . * a 45 5 NT: nity, 
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o, Rom. i, 30. John xv. 18. even the 


«x Weld a8 ns 


B ook TIE 555% * * of Heaven and Hell. mn. * $ 
r | nity, there is nd arithmetieian can number it, no geometrician 


+ can meaſure it: for fuppoſe the whole world were turned into 
Q a mountain of ſand, and that a little wren ſhould come every 
wy _  thouſandth year, ard carry away from that heap but one grain 
0 ofttke land, what an infinite number of yeats would be ſpent 


P 1 adnſit à mam Ald: ay in torments fo long, and then have an 
Af end of his-woe, it were ſome comfort to think that an end will 
951 come: But alas! When he hath finiſhed: this taſk'a thouſand 
: times bver; he ſhall-be as far from an end of his anguiſh, as 
A ever he was the firſt hour he entered into itt. 
N : VNo. w, ſuppoſe thou ſhouldeſt lie but one night grievouſly af- 
pj flicted with a raging fit of the ſtone, ſtrangury, tooth-ach, pangs 
ME. of travail, or the like;though'thou hadſt to help and eaſe thee, 
oh a ſoft : bed to lie on; friends about to comfort thee, phyſicians 
34 to cure thee, all cordial and comfortable” things to aſſwage thy 
juſt pain; yet how'tedious and painfol would that one night ſeem + 
fe. _ unto* thee? How thou d ouldſt toſs and tumble, and turn from 
*. one ſide to another? counting the elock, eſteeming every mi- 
8 nute à month, and thy preſent miſery inſupportable. What then 


| will it be to he in flames of fire, (to which our fire is but air in 
on” & cecompariſen J Fire and brimſtone; kept in the higheſt flame by 
1 the unqaenchable wrath ef God, world without end; where 


Wailing and wtinging of hands; deſperate yellings and gnath- 


_carſs hee; the Devils inſulting over thee with eruelty and 
corn y the 'never-dying worm of conſcience, to feed upon thy 
ver- dyingslife, am ever- living deal! 

Which yet is but juſt with God; for if thou mighteſt have 


laſtingly Rated and provohted bim What then can be more 
_ <yvaly Wan that. thou ſhowalt ſufferteverlaſtingiyp ?; 

aud ponder upon at? yea, do but indeed believe it, and it will be 
enough to break thine hard heart; and make it relent and repent, 
and thereby prevent the wrath to come. It will pat thee to a 


this courſe tend N How willät end? Mhat will become of me if I go 
Vn in ambering" aud auantenneſt, furfriling and druntemgſi, firife 

eee 
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and enged before the whole heap would be fetched away? But 


ſoul and ſleſu for ever and ever. O everlaſting eternity l a ne 


"thou ſhalt have nothing about! thee” but darknęſt and horror, 
ing of ech; thy old companions in vanity and fin, to ban and 


mas 


lived forever thed wouldeſt have finned for eber. If God 
wWodld everlaſtin, IG 'thee;| thou wodldſt have ever : 


O chen dhinle chyfelf of this word, eternal and-everlaſting, 


betrdr What have Tete? Wuatam [now about? Whither will 
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Matt. xxv. 30. 2 Pet. ii. 4. Hel. x. 27. Jude 6. 
. - The pangs of the firſt death are pleaſant compared with thoſe 
of the ſecond: for mountains of ſand were lighter, and millions 


Deen here:; every ſenſe and mamber, each powerand faculty, hot 


or delitetance: but in 


, . 2 * A... Ne 
sone man, at one intant, Wen d 
1 * Nn ug . We x 
. $03 * 8 * , 
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ke? For indignatios and aurath, tribulation and anguiſh, Hull be 


upon ib foul. of every one that doth evil, and continueth therein, 


as the apoſtle witnefſeth, Rom. ii. 8, 9. O then break off thy fins 


without delay, and let there be an healing of thy errors. 
S! cr. 3, Neither is the extremity of pain inferior to the per- 
petuity of it; it is a place full of horror and amazedneſs, where 
is no remiſſian of ſin, no diſmiſſion of pain, no intermiſſion af 
ſenſe, no permiſſion of comfort ; its tqyments are both intoler- 

= endured nor avoided, 


able and interminable, and can neither be | 
when entered into, Rev. xix. 20. and xx. 7 and xwiii. 6. 


* 


of years ſhorter than a tithe of thoſe torments, Ru. xx. 10. 


Fude7. It is a death which bath no death; it hath a begin - 
ning, it hath no ending, Matt. iii. 12. Iſa. Ixvi. 24. 


The pain of the body, is but the body of pain, the anguiſh a 
af che ſoul, is the ſoul of anguiſh : for ſhould we firſt burn off 
one hand, then another, after that each arm, and ſo all the parts 


of the body, it would be deemed intolerable, and no man would 


endute it for all-the profits and pleaſures chis world can afford? 
and yet it is nothing to the burning of ſoul and body in Hell. 
Should we endute ten thoufand years torment in Heil, it were 
grievous, but nothing to eternity: Mould we ſofter one pain, it 
Were miſerable enough; but if ever we come there, ounpains ſhall = 

be, for: number and kind, infinitely various, as our pleaſuret have 


5 


of ſoul and body, ſhall have their ſeveral objects of wretchedneſs, 


© and that without intermiſſion, or end, or eaſe, or patience. to 


endure-it, Zuke xii. 5. and xvi; 23; Math. ii; 12. and Vs ua. 
„. Ie I v. n. 


- * 


/ ana: VVV 
he ſchoole affirm,: that ibe leaſt torture in Hell excgedg the 

_ preateſi that can be deviſed, by allsthe men on entth; even as 

_ the:tealt joy in beaven, ſurpaſieth. the greateſt comfort. hære on 
earth. Ther is ſcarce any pain here on earth, bat there is ever 

- ſom; hops of caſe, A r or intermiſſion; of ſome relief 

5 Lell their torments are ceaſeleſa, end- 

leſs; and remedileſs ; unſufter able and yet inevitable, and them 


ſelves leſt hopeleſs, helpleſe, pitileſs cn ph 


1 


It were miſery enough to have the headf ach, the too | ach, . 
<hbliek; Font, burning in the fire 3 01 if there be any thing more 
_ grievoas:| yea, ſhould all theſe and man more meet together in 
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% pains of Hell. Yea, they would all be but as the ſibging of ants, 
„ 0 W A 7 ions; 00% e 0 thoſe via 
ns | wrath; as ſparks lo that ame, as Cen ſpeaks, The fo - 
race of Babel was;but a flea. biting to this rermenting Tophet, pre= 
1— pared of old, Iſa; xxx. He bath mad: it deep and large, the pile there- 
e fr and muth wood; the breath of the Lord, like a fream of brin- 
af. 125 doth kindle it, ver. 32. $0 that it were happy for reprobate 


Book In: : . 


| irits, if they were in no, worſe condition, than ſo many toads 
J. or ſerpents. As conſider, if a dark dungeon here be ſo loathſome, 
what is that dungeon of &terfal and utter derkneſt? If fiaterial 
fire be {o terrible, what is Hell- fire? Here we cry out of a burns - 
gel, O how it grieves us! We cannot hold our finger Jp 008 
minute in ſcalding lead, but there both body and ſoul ſhall oy 
in everlaſling flames, and be continually tormented by infernal 
*fiends,, whoſe ſociety alone would be ſufficiently frightful. _ 
Sgr. 4. Now confider, is one hour's twitch of the worm of 
tonſcicnce here; yea, is ode minute's twitch of 17 tooth polling 
out ſo unſufferable? What is a thouſand years ? What is erernity 
df Hell- turments? If the glutton being in Hell, in part only (wiz, 
in ſoul) yet tried out, that he was horriply tormented in that flame; 
what think ye ſhall that torment be, when body and ſoul come 
to pe united to torment ? ſince the pains of Hell are more exqui- 
fite than, all the united torments that the earth can invent. Yea 
the pains and ſufferings of the damned, are ten thouſand times 
ore than can be imagined by any heart under Heaven, and aan 
rather (thro! neceffity) be enJured, than expreſled,- It is a death 
never.to be painted to the life; no pen nor pencil, nor art, nor 
beart, can'comprebend-it, Matt. xviii. 8, 9, 10. and xxv. 30. 
Luke Xvie23»24: 2 PH. ii. 4. Ja, v. 14. and xxx. 33. Prop. xv. li. 
Ves, were all the land paper, and all the watef ink, every pl 
a pen, and-every other creature à ready writer, yet they cbuld 
not ſeꝛ down the leaſt piece of the great ain of Hell- fire. 
Nom add eternity 80 extremity; and then cophder Hel) io be 
Hell indeed. For if the ague of a year, or the cholick of 
month, or the rack of à ay, or the burging of an hon, be 
bitter here; how, will it break the hearts of the wicked, to. feel 
31} zheſe beyond all-meaſure, beyond all time? So that is i an 
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5 evil and bitter thing to depart from the living G. 
* 28 We poor mortals untit God does bring us from under the power 

> | of Satan, unto bimſelf) do five in the world as if Hell were ut fo 

» BF  hot,northeDevilsſoblack as indeed they are; a8 if Helland Hea- 
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- do) to haye but a ſight of this Hell! How would it charm'their 


A ſerious and pathttical Deſeription © 
ven were the one not worth the avoiding; the other not worth the 
enjoying: but heat of fire was never painted, avd the Devil is 
more deformed than repreſented: on this wall. There are unex- 
preſibletorments in Hell, as well az unſpeakable joys in Heaven. 
Nor will this be the cafe alone of thoſe that are deſperately 
wicked, curſing and blaſpheming drunkards, and ſhedders of 
- blood ; but of all impenſtent perſons: as for inſtance, they who 

havelived in the fite of luſf bere, muſt not think much to be 
ſcorched in the flames of Hell hereafter, Heb. xlii. 4. Rev. xxi. 
_ 8. and xxii. 15. The detraRor is a Devil above ground, his 
tongue is already ſet on'fite from Hell, Janes iii. 6. Rev. xvi. 
10, 11, which does ſadly prefage, what will be his portion for 
Ever, unleſs repentance quench thoſe flames; and ſo df the 
Uke offenders, Hſal. ix. 17. Rev. xxii. 12. As What fays the 
apoſlle ? Nether För el, nor thieves, nor murdereri, nor drumꝶ - 
ardi, nor ſauearers, nor railers, nor liars, nor covetous pebſans, nor 
unbelievers, nor any unrighteaus perſon Pall inherit the kingdom of 
Heaven, but ſhall havt their part and portion in that lake "*wvbich 


burneth with fire and brimflone : which is the ſecond death, r Cor. 
Vi. bt 10, Rev, xxi. 8. which did they well conſider, they 
durft not continue in the practice of theſe ſins without fear or 
5 remorſe, or care os amendment. 1 ; y : 3:9, 8 2 7 25 4 8 
© "SECT. 5. Now what heart would not bleed, o ſee men run 
headlong into theſe tortures that are thus intolerable? danechbod- 
wink d into this perdition ? O that it were allow d to the deſperate 

kuffians of our days, that ſwear and curſe, drink and drab, rob, 

med blood; t. (as if heaven were blind and deaf to what they 


* 
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mouths, appall their ſpirits, ſtrike terror and kll6giſhiment into 

_ their hearts ? Vea, if a finner could fee but one glimpfe of Hell, 
Dr be ſuffer'd to look one moment into that fiery lake, he would 
father chuſe to die ten thouſand deaths, than wilfully and pre- 
- meditately commit one ſin. Nor can I think they Would do 
ab they do, if they did but either foreſee, what they ſhall one day 

___ Twithout ſerious and unfeigned repentance) feel. And indeed 
Therefore are we diſſolute, becauſe we do not think what judg- 
ment chere is after our diſſolution: becauſe we make it the leaſt, 
And laſt thing we think on; yea, it is death, we think, to think 
upon death,; and we cannot endure that*doleful knell which 
ſummons as to judgment, Lam. i. q. Dent. xxxii. 29. Oh that 
men would believe and conſider the truth, and do accordingly. 

_ ***Obthatthou wouldſt remember that there is à day of account, 
1 day of death, and a day of judgment coming, Heb. ix, 27. Marr. 
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em which obey not his Geſpel; and to puniſh them with evtrlaſt- 
VV 


Book III. / Heaven and Hell. 9 
XXV. Wherein the Lord 7eſus Chriſt ſhall be revealed from leawen, 
ewith hit "mighty angels, in flaming fire, to render vengeance unte 


A 
Matt: xxv. 46. 


when death comes and arreſts you te appear before the great and 
terrible Judge of all the world? Luke xvi. 23, to 32. Matt. xlil. 
30, 38. at Which time an aſſizes or quarter ſeſſions ſhall be held 
within thee, Where reaſon ſhall fit as judge, and Satan ſhall, pur 
in a bill of indictment, as long as the book in Zech. v. 2. Exet. 


Hi: 9, 10, wherein ſhalt be alledged all the evil deeds that ever 


thou haſt commißted; and the good deeds that ever thou haſt 
omitted, with their ſeveral circumſtances that may aggravate 
them, Ecel. xi. g. and xii; 14, 2 Cor. v. 10. and all the curſes and 
judgments that are due to every ſin. Thine own conſcience ſhalf 
accuſe thee, and thy memory ſhall give bitter Evidence againft 


| thee; and thou ſhalt condemn thyſelf, before the juſt condem- 


nation of thy Judge, who knows all thy miſdeeds better than 
thyſelf,” Jobs iii“ 20; Which fins of thine will not then leave 
thee; but ery unto thee, We art thy work, and de aui! follows 
TC banded ̃ ⁵— 464+ 31.1 70088 
And then whocan ſufficiently expreſ what thy grief aid an- 
guiſhwill be, when the ſummons both of the firſt and ſecond death 
do'overtake thee at once? Prov. i 27. And when at once thou 
ſhalt think of thy ſins paſt, the preſent mifery, and the terror 
of thy torments to come; and how thou haſt made carb tb fa- 


radiſt, tiy belly thy God; and luſt thy las; ſo ſowing vanity, aud 


reaping miſery,” and finding that as in thy proſperity thou ne- 
glectedſt to ſerve God, ſo now in thy ad ver᷑ſity God refuſetkᷣ to ſave 
thee, Prov. i. 245 to 32:Exek. xxini. 35. When thou calleſt to mind 
the many warnings thou halt had of this doleful day; from Chtiſt's 
faithful ambaſſadors, and how thou then madeſt but a mock'or 
jeer at it, Prov. i. 25.*and how for the ſhort ſinful pleaſuresthoa 
haſt enjoy d, thou muſt endure eternal pains, Lukexvi. 24; 25,a00 
Rev. vi. 12, to 18. which yet thou ſhalt thin moſt juſt and equal? 
faying, as T have deſet ved: ſo lam ferved: for I was oft èndugn 
offered merey, yea, intreated to accept thereof; but I preſert d 

the pleaſing of my ſenſes, before the faving of my ſoul; and more 
regarded the words of wicked men, and the allurements * 
i: Ages | LEH Ns than 


| 10 MA ſerious and pathelical Deſcription © © 
than the word of God, or the motions of his holy ſpirit, Prov. i. 
24, Se. Mark xvi. 16, And (which I would have thee think pon) 
Hell- fire is made more hot by neglecting ſo great ſalvation, Heb. 
li. 3. This is the condemnation (ſaith our Saviour, none like this) 

that light is come into the auorld, and men loved darkmys rather than 
l | light, e their deeds were cwil, ſohn iii. 29. Naw ſalvation 
* . s freely offered, but men reject it; hereafter they would accept 


- 
o 
* 


"= 2 ſalvation, but God will reject them. Vea, then thou wouldſt 
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give a whole world (if thou badſt it) for one hour's delay, or 
| eſpite, that thou mighteſt have ſpace to repent, and ſue unto 
„ God for mercy.; but it cannot be, becauſe thy body, which 
it ; joined with thy ſoul in thy ſinful actions, is now altogether unfit 
to join with her in the exerciſe of repentance; and repentance 
mult. be of the whole man. Beſides death will take no pity: the 
Devil knows no mercy, and the God of mercy will have utterly 
forſaken thee. Then wilt thou ſay, O that T had been more wiſe, 
or thatl were to begin my life again; then would J contemn the 
world with all its vanities; yea; if Satan would then offer me all 
| the treaſures,. pleaſures and promotions of this world, he ſhould 
it never intice me to forget the terrors ef this dreadful hour, and 
" thoſe worle which are to follow, Luke xvi. 23, &c. and xiii. 28. 
= But O wretched caitiff that I am! how hath the Devil and 


* my own deceitful and deviliſn heart deluded me? And how am I 
1 ſerved accordingly? For now is my caſe more miſerable than the 
by | moſt deſpiſed toad or ſerpent, that periſheth when it dieth; in 
1 chat I muſt go to anſwer at the great judgment ſeat for all my 
* Suns, that am not able to anſwer for one of the leaſt of them, Ecc/, 


Ki. 1 + Matt. xviii. 34. that I Who heretofore gloried in my 
- lawleſs liberty, am now to be-incleſed-in the very claws of Sa- 
tan, as the trembling partridge within the griping talons of the 
ravening and devouring falcon. Oh, curſed be the day -when 1 
||  _ avas born, and ib time auben my mother concerued me, 8c. Job iii. 
. | SECT. 6. And ſo death having given thee thy fatal ſtroke, the 


1 Devil ſhall ſeize upon or catch away thy ſoul, ſo ſoon as it leaves 
1 thy body, Lake xii. 20. and kale thee hence into the bottomleſs lake 
i that burneth qvith fire and brimſtone : Where ſhe is to be kept in chains 
| of darkneſs, until the general judgment of Ibs great day, Jude 6, 7. 
II Pet, iii. 19. Rey: Xxi. 8 thy body in the mean time being | 
it _ caſt intq the earth, expecting a fearful reſurrection, when it 

| ſhall be re-united to thy ſoul ;. that as they ſinned together; ſo 
they may be everlaſlingly tormented together, Heb. x. 27. at 


8 . 
* "Is 
x ; 
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R i. hall rip up all. the Ar he hath. beſtow'd upon 5 IE and the 
n) miſeries he hath ſuffered for thee, and all tbe ungod!y deeds thou 
eb, © haſt committed, and all the bard | peeches which thou bas Jpoken againfl 
is) im, and his boly ones, Jude 15. Egcl, xii. 14; and xi. 9. Within 
an thee ſhall be thine own conſeistse, more than a thouſang wit- 
on neſſes to accuſe thee; the Devils, who tempted thee ts all thy 
pt lewdnefs, ſhall on the one fide teſtiſy with thxconfeience . 
iſ thee, and on the other ſide ſhall ſtand the holy ſaints and a 
or. | approving Chriſt's juſtice, and deteſting ſo filthy a creature: 
ato hind thee an hideous noiſe of innumerable fellow damned — 
ich probates, tarrying for thy company: before thee all the world 
afit © burning with flaming fire; above thee an ireful Judge of deſeru d 
ace vengeance, ready to pronounce his heavy ſentence upon thee - 
he beneath thee, the fiery and ſulpbureous-mouth. af the bottomleſs. 
rly pit, gaping to receive thee, Ha. v.11, 24. And in this woful and 
ſe, doleful condition, thou; muſt Rand forth to receive, with other 
the reprobates, this thy ſentence, Rom. xiv. 10. 2 Cor. v. 10. [De. 
all part from me] there is a ſeparation from all joy and bappineſs, 
uld i [ye cur ſea] there is a black and direful excommanication, {ne 

nd Þ& #re] there is the extremity; of pain, ſ[ever/afling] there is the 
28. perpetuity of puniſhment, {prepored for the Dewil and bis, angels} 

and there are thy infernal tormenting and tormented companions, 

. 1 —— 2. 41. . ſentehea, not to be N 8 rom 

the which there is no eſeaping, Exceptings or a Then, O0 
in then ſhall thy mind — Ar we =_ — the love of 
my abortive ple aſures, Which even perigh'd before they budded thou 

cel. haſt ſo fooliſhly loſt Heaven's Joys, and incurred helliſh pains, - 
my which laſt to all eternity, Lake xvi, 24» 25. Thy conſcience ſhalł 

Sa- It ever. ſting thee, like an adder; when thou-calleft to mind, hom 

the Il often Ohriſt by his eee e eee e A fins, and 

me. 1 the kingdom of- Heaven freely, if thou, would& but believe und 2 

li. repeats. and how eafily; thou mighteſt have obtaived mergy in 
the thoſe days, How near thou waſt many times to have igpEn r- 

ves ed, and | yet didſi ſuffer the Devil and the world to keep ther 

lake fill in 1mpenitency 3 and how the day of mercy is nos ꝓaſt, and 

ain will never dawn again. Thy underſtanding hall be racked (o 

conſider, how for momentary riches ahouhat loſt eternal 'trea- | 

ſure, and exchanged Heaven's ſelicity for Hell'amiſery-: where 
every; part and facultx, beth of bady and ſoul, hall be conti- 
nually and alike tormented, without intermiſfion, or diſmiflion. 

of pain, or gaſe from: ; and be ſot euer deprived of the 7 

tifical fight of God; wherein conſiſts the ſovercign: good and 

_= of the ſoul. Thou ſhalt never fee light, nor the leaſt. r 
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of joy; but lie in a perpetual priſon of utter darkneſs, Where ſhall 
de no order but horror, 'no voice but howling and blaſpheming ; 


no noiſe but ſcreeching and gnaſhing of teeth; no ſociety but the De. 


vil and bis angel. ; who being tormented themſelves, ſhall have 


no other eaſe, but to wreak t fafy in tormeniting'thes, Marr. 

| 42. and xxv. 36, Sc, where ſhall bepuniſhment without 
any pity, miſery wirhout any merey, ſorrow without ſucebur, 
clying without comfort, malice without meaſure; torment with- 
out eaſe, Rev. Xiv;-10, 11. where the wrath of God ſhall ſeize 
upon thy foul and body, as the flame of fire does on the lamp 
of pitch, or brimſtone. Dax! vii. 10. in which flame thou ſhalt 
ever be burning, and never conſumed ;- ever dying, and never 
dead; ever roaring in the pangs of death, and never rid of 
thoſe pangs, nor expecting an end of thy pains: So'that after 
thou haſt endured them ſo many thoufand years as there are 
_ blades of graſs on the earth, or ſands in the ſea, hairs on the 
heads of all the ſons of Adam, from the firſt to the laft born; 
as there have been creatures in Heaven and earth \' thou ſhalt 


de no nearer an end of thy torments, chan thou waſt the very 


firſt day that thou waſt caſt into them: Yea, ſo far are they 
from ending, that they are ever beginning. For if after ſo 
many thouſand times ſo many thouſand years, thy damned ſoul 
could but conceive fome hope, that thoſe torments ſhould have 
an end; this Would be ſome comfort to think that at length an 


end will come: but 28 often as thy mind ſhalf chink of 'this 


word: never,” (and thou ſhalt ever be thinking of it) it will rend 
thy heart in pieces with-rage and hideous lamentation; as giv- 
Ing till new life to thoſe unſufferable ſorrows, which exceed all 
- Expreſſion, or imagination. It will de another Hell in the midſt 
of Hell. Wherefore copſider ſeriouſly what I ſay; and while the 
i _ Eompatſionate arms of Jeſus Chriſt lie open to receive you; eloſe 
with him, Prov. i. 24, Wc. take warning by Pharach'Fexam ple. 
Thoſe in the rich man's ſcalding torments; have a 4e d ne, 
leürn of me; Luke xvi. 23, H. For they can teRtify out bf woful 


experience, that if we will not take warning by the ward, (that 
gentle warner) the next ſhall be harder, the third and fourth 


Harder than that; yea, as all the ten plagues did exceed ore 
"another, ſo the eleventh ſingle exceeds them all togerher* Innu- 
merable are the curſes of God apainſt ſinners, Dru. 'xxviii, but 
the laſt is the worſt, comprehending} and tranſcending all*the 


ben. The fearfuleſt plagacs God fin Teſerves for Mic-upſhot ; 
all the former do but make way for the lat 
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Hell in ſcripture is called a Lale, that burneth: with fre and 
brimſtone; and, than the torment of the former, what more 


HAP XX. 


zd cee e er 1 Abs ein ee 
Scr. 1. T Hus, I ſay, ſhall they be bid, Dypare, ye cur/ed, 
bn. {14 : into,ecverlaſting fire, &c. while on the, contrary 
the ſame Chriſt ſhall ſay unto the other, Come, ye blefſed of my Fa- 


ther, inherit abs kingdom prepared fer you from before the foundation 
of the world, Matt. xxv. 34, which kingdom is a place where 
are ſuch joys as eye hath not ſcen, nor ear heard, . neither hath it en- 
tered into the heart of man to conceive, 1 Cor. ii, -G-H-h. 

A place where there ſhall be no evil preſent, nor no good 
abſept, Heb, ix 12. Malt. vi. 20. in compariſon whereof, all the 
thrones and ;kingdomy upon earth ate leſs than the drop of a 


bucket, Deut. x. 14. 2 Cor. xii. 2, 4. Ja. Ilxvi. . 
Heaven in ſeripture is compared to a kingdom for ſovereignty. 
to a.thrang for pre. eminency to a crown for ſtate and majeſty, 
to an inhericance for perpetuity, to a marriage - feaſt for plenty, 
pleaſure; and delicacy, and to whatſoever elſe may ſet forth its 
excellency; though indeed in theſe compariſons, there is little 
or no compariſon, as I might ſhew you in many particulars, if 
1 would. be large; for inſtances in this. caſe would be endleſs. 
There death ſhall have no more dominion over us, Rom. vi. g. 
The Jun ſhall not burn us by day,, nor the moon by night, Pſal, cxxi. 
6. There all tears ſhall-be wiped from our eyes, Rev. vii. 17. 
There ſhall be no ſorrow, nor: pain, nor complaint; there is no 
malice to riſe againſt us; no miſery to afflict us, Matt. vi. 19, 20. 
Heb. ix, 12. There is no death nor dearth, no pining nor re. 
pining, no fraud, ſerrow; nor ſadneſs, neither tears nor fears, 
defect nor loathing, Rev. vii. 16, 17. and xxi.. 4. Heb. ix. 12. 


There, O there, one day is better than a thouſand, there is reſt from 


our labours, peace from our enemies, freedom from out fins, &c. 
Fohn iii. 17. Heb, iv. 3, 9, 10, 11. Rev. xiv. 13. Heb: ix, 12, 15. 
* SkcT;2. Unto which negative privileges, there are alſo added 
politive of all forts, as I might plentifally prove, but I ſtudy bre- 
vity. Do we delight in good company? What pleaſure ſhall we 
take in the company of ſaints and angels, in whom there is no- 
thing but what is amiable, comfortable, delectable? Nothing in 
us that may cool the fervour of our love and affection to them: 
and ſo of all other enjoyments. As, doſt thou defire beauty, 
riches, honour; pleaſure, Jong life, or Whatever elſe can be na- 
med ? No place ſo glorious by ercadion, ſo beautiful . 
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if fo rich in poſſeſfion, ſo comfortable for habitation, nor ſa durable 

for lafting, Heb. xii. 22. 1 Pel. i. 4. 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. Nom. vi, 
3. and viii. 18. Fhere are no eſtates but inberitanees, no inhe- 


Wl: |  xitances but kingdoms, no houſes but palaces, no meals but 
i feats, no noiſe but muſick, no rods but ſcepttes, no. garments 
5 but robes, no feats but thrones, no eoverings for heads but 
| crowns, Rom. viii, 17. Tit. iii. 7. Heb. ix. 15. Matt. xxv. 31, 
334. 2 Tim: iv. 8. Gal. iv. 7. 1 Pet. ili. 9, 10. Mark x. 23, 24, 
| 25 Riv vii 13, 14535; ant ven; RY OG 9 

«ii = There we ſhall feethe bleſſed face of God, which is the glo- 
| xy of all fights, and the fight of all glory. Yea, we ourſelves 
Hall out-Kine the fun in brightneſs, Malt. xiii. 43. For if the 


brightneſs of the body ſhall match the ſun, what will che glory 
and ſplendor of the fon] be? And yer ſuch honour ſhall all the 
ſaints have, ' For den Chriſt which is our head and life ſhall ap- 
pear, then ſhall abe alſo appear with him in glory. And he foall 
change bur vile and mortal body, that it may be faſtened like to his 
g/orivus body,” Col. iii. 4. Phil. iii. 21. | TEE 6 


" Briefly, Our joy ſhall there be full, and none all be able to take 
it From us, or diminith it, John xv. 11. and xvi. 22. There is fulneſs 
of joy, and pleaſures for evermore, Plal. xxvi. Joys and pleaſures | 
7 nevet ebbing, but ever flowing to all contentment- There we ſhall 
at rejoice; for the pleaſantneſs of the place we poſſeſs, for the glor 

of our fals tad bodies, which we have put on; for the world 
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3 which we have overcame; for Hell which we have eſcaped; for 
0 the joys of Heaven which we Have attafned to. We ſhall have 
| Joy above us, by the peace of conſcience, even the joy of the 
Wl | Holy Ghoff;\ and joy round about us, by the bleſſed company 
1 and fellowſhip of our aſſociates, the holy ſaints and angels. 
! | "SECT. 3. And in reaſon, if a chriſtian foul in this tabernacle 
1 of the body, wherein we fee but as in a glaſs, be ſo delighted to 

| fee the fate of God manifeſted in Jeſos Chrift : if it ſo glads a 
© i child of God, when he can but in the leaſt meaſure maſter his 
i  eorroptions, or hath accafion to manifeſt the ſincerity of his 
88 Affectionate love to his Maker and Redeemer, and to ſerve his 
3 brethren in love; how joyful. will he be, when theſe graces ſhall 
1 be perfected, and he freed from all grievances inward and out- 
ward? Yea, if the communion and enjoyment of God's ſpirit, 

and Chriſt in bis goſpel ordinances, be ſo ſweet here, that one 
day with them is better than a thouſand with the ungodly, P/af. 


\8F  Ixxxiv. 10. what will it be to enjoy the immediate preſence and 

. : glory of God out father? Cbriſt our redee mer and elder bro- 
. ther? the Holy Ghoſt our comforter? the angels and ſaints our 
=: conſorts and companions? - - Qur 


Book III. 


/ Heaven ond Hell. 45 
Our condition there will be ſo joyful, that, look we outward- 
ly there is joy in the ſociety, Heb. xii. 22. if inward, there is joy 
in our own felicity, 1 Cor. ii. 9. Look we forward, there is joy 
in the eternity, 1 Pet. v. 10. Mark x. 30. So that on every fide 
we ſhall be even, ſwallowed up of joy, Iſa. xxxv. 10. and1i. 11. 
Matt. xxv. 23. and xvii. 10. Hab. xii. 2, 22. Phſal. xvi. 11. As, 


Oh the multitude and. fulneſs of theſe joys! ſo many, that only 


God can number them; ſo great, that he only can eſtimate 
them; of ſuch rarity and perfection, that this world hath no- 


- 


— comparable to them, 2 Cor. xii. 24. As, Oh the tran- 


dency of that paradiſe of pleaſure | where is joy without 
zxeavineſs or interruption ; peace without perturbation ; bleſſed- 
neſs without miſery z light without darkneſs ; health without 
ſickneſs; beauty without blemiſh.; abundance without want; 
eaſe; without labour; ſatiety without loathing; liberty without 
eRraint; ſecurity without fear; glory without ignominy z 
nowledge without ignorance ; eyes without tears; hearts with- 


| ant; ſorrow ; ſouls without fin-; whete ſhall be no evil heard to 
| affright us, nor good wanting to chear us: for we ſhall have 


what we can delire, and we ſhall deſite nothing but what is 
„ Deut. x. 14. Jſa. Ixvi. 1. 1 Kings viii. 27. Mark x. 21, 
Luke xviii. 22. 1 Pet. v. 10. Jahn iv. 36. and æx. 24. Matt. xxv. 40. 


Sr. 4. While we are here, how many clouds of diſcontent 


have we to darken he ſun · ſuine of our joy ? When even complaint 
of evils paſt, ſeoſe of preſent; and fear of future, have in a man- 
ner ſhared our lives among them. Here we love and loatk in an 


| inſtant, (like Ammon to his ſiſler Tamar) in Heaven there is no ob- 


je unlovely nothing which is not exceeding amiable and attrac- 
tive; and not attractive only, but retentive alſo, for there we ſhall 
not be ſubject to paſſion, nor can we poſſibly there miſplace our af- 
fection. Here we have knowledge mixed with ignorance, faith 
with doubting, peace with trouble, yea, trouble of conſcience: 
Or in caſe we have peace of conſcience, alas how often is ĩt inter. 
rupted with anguiſh of ſpirit ? Now rejoice we with joy wnſpeake 
and full of glary, 1 Pet. i. 8. But alas, anon it falls out, that we 
need to pray with David, Reſtore unto us the joy of thy ſalvation, Pla), 
li. 12. but there is peace, even full without want, pure without 
mixture, and perpetual without all fear of foregoing, Dan. ii. 44. 
There ſhall be no concupiſcence to tempt, us fleſh to hop againſt the 
ſpirit, no law in our meinbers to rebel againſt the law'of ous minds. 
Now abideth faith, hope, and charity, theſe three now abide+ 
zut in Heaven, viſion ſacceeds in the place of faith: attainment 
* the place of hope, and perſect fruition and delectation in the 
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rom of charity. There promiſes. ſhall end- in performances, 
faith in ſight and clear viſion, hope in fruition, and poſſeſſion: 

ea, time itſelf ſhall be ſwallow'd up in eternity. Theſe are 
the ſoul's dowries in Heaven, where God ſhall be All in All to 
us? Now he is but as it were ſomething ſingle; as rightecufneſs 
is in. Abraham, temperance in Jeſepb, iſtrength in Samſon, meek- 
nels in Mo/es, wiſdom in Solomon, patiencel in 755, (for it is rate 
10 find all theſe graces completely to meet in one ſubject) but 
then and there he ſhall be omnia in amnibus; all theſe in every 
one of his ſervants ! God ſhall be All in All, even the fulneſi of 

him that filleth all in all things, as the apoſtle ſpeaks; Eph. i. 23. 
The only knowledge of God, ſhall fil up our underſtandings; 


and the alone love of God ſhall poſſeſs our affections. God 


hall be All in All to us; He will fill-up our rational part with 
the light of wiſdom; our concupiſcible part of appetite, with a 
Iprigg of righteouſneſs z and the iraſcible part with perfect peace 
and tranquillity, as Bernard expreſfeth-it. That is a bleſſed ſtate, 
perpetual and unchangeable. There is eternal ſecutity, and ſe: 
Cure eternity, as Bernard ſpeaks: or as Huftin hath it, There'# 
bleſſed eternity and everlaſting bleſſedng . 
Let the end of our life then be; to come to a life whereof there 
is no end; unto which the Lord: in his good time bring us, that 
we who ow, /ow in cars, mayhen reap in joy; the which he will 
he ſure to do, if we but for a ſhort time ſerve him here in righ- 
teouſneſs and ſincerity. But otherwiſe, look we not far eternal 
Happineſs; but for ewerlaſting miſery: for it is an everlaſting rule, 
No grace, notholineſs here; no glory, no happineſs hereafter, 
JI 0 ſum up all in a word there is no joy here comparable to 
that in Heaven: all our mirth here to that is but penſiveneſs: all 
our pleaſure here to that, but heavinefs: all our ſweetneſs here to 
khat, is but bitterneſs. Even Solomon in all'his glory and roy- 
alty, to that, was but as a ſpark in the chimney to the fun in the 
firmament. Alſalam's beauty, to that, is but deformity. Sam- 
ſon's ſtrength, to that, is but infirmity. Methuſe/ab's age to theirs, 
is but minority and mortality. - {/abe/'s ſpeed, and ſwiftneſs; 
put a ſnail's pace to cheir celerĩity. Vea, how little, how nothing, 
are the poor and temporary enjoy ments of this life, to thoſe we 
ſhall enjoy in the next? 1 Cor. ii. 9. Vea, paradiſe, or the 
arden of Edi, was but a wilderneſs, compared with this para- 
diſe. And indeed, if the gates of this city be of pearl, ànd the 
ſtreets e what then are the inner rooms, the dining and 
lodging-chambers ? the preſence - chamber of the en onarch 
of Heaven and Earth? What then may we think of the Maker 
and Builder thereof ? 333 e 
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des, In fise, (that I may,darkly ſhadow it out, ſince the lively repre- 
on: ſeptation thereof is merely, impoſſible) this life- everlaſting is the 
are perfection of all good thingy. For fulneſs is the perfection of mea- 
to bare; and everlaſtingneſs is the perfection of time; andinfiniteneſs: . 
neſs the perfection of number; and immurability the perfection of ſtate; 
KY a 85 15 l of place, and immortality the per- 
rare ſenion of life; and, God the perfection of all: who ſhall be All 
but in All to us. Meat to our taſte, beauty to our eyes, perfumes... 
very io our ſmell, muſick to our ears. And what ſhall I ſay more? But 
Ara. the Plalmiſt ſaith, Glorious things are ſpoken of thee, thou city of 
23. Goa, Pſalm IXxxvii. 3. See Rev. iv. 2, 3. and xxi. 10. to the end. 
1 SECT. 5. The glory of Heaven cannot be comprehended here, 
30d only God hath vouchſafed to give. us ſome ſmall glimpſes in the 
with ſeripture, whereby we may frame a conjecture conſiderable enough 
ith a Ito make us fell all we have to purchaſe the pearl of price. - It 
eace bath pleaſed God, out of bis fatherly condeſcenſion, to Roop to 
ſtate, our capacity in repreſenting heavenly things under earthly types: 
d fe: hadowing out the joys thereof, by whatſoever is precious and de- 
een frable in this life; cities, kingdoms, crowns, pearls, jewels, 
Parriages, feaſts, Fc. which ſuper- eminent and ſuper - abundar t 
there felicity, St. Paul, that had been an only witneſs, when he had 
that been caught up into the third heaven, not able to deſcribe, much 
e will els to amplify, ſums up all in theſe words; & ſurs, moſt. ancellent, 
righ. rcesding and eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17, and xii, 2. But 
ernal Melaz, ſuch is man's prayity, that he is as far from comprebending : 
rule, t, as his arms are from compaſſing it, 1 Cor. ii. 9. Heaven ſhall 
after, eceive us, we cannot conceive Heaven. Do you aſk what Hea- 
ble to en is ? ſaith one: When I meet youtherel will tell you; for could 
ſs: all his ear hear it, or this tongue utter it, or this heart conceive it, 
ere to I. muſt needs follow, that they were tranſlated. already thither, 
i roy- Cor. xii. 2, 4. Vea, who can utter the ſweetneſs of that peace 
in the f e ſpiritual rejoicingin God, which bimſelf hath. 
er | d? If then the beginning and firſt- fruits of it is ſo ſweet, f 
cheirs, at ſhall the fulneſs of that beatifical viſion of God be? If the 
ges, arneſt- penny be ſo. precious and promiũng here, what ſhall the 
1 rincipal and full crop and harveſt, and happineſs in Heaven be? 
öſe we s that a man may as well with a coal paint out the ſun in all its 
or the fplendor, as Lp his 10 tongue expreſs, or with his heart 
para- Were it as deep as the ſea) conceive the fulneſs of thaſe joys, 
ks e fwcemnels of thoſe p1caſures, which the ſaints ſhall eren at - 
ig and eds right hand for evermore,, P/al, xvi., 11. Ia thy preſence is. 
onarch (7% of 153, and at Vs pgs hook are pleaſures for euer ore. For 


M . | quality, | 


* r 


reaſons to confirm it. As, LT re rt ne 
Firſt, If the ſun, which is but a creature, be ſo bright and glo- 


. a 3 Jer wc i”. ce 0 i 1. RN | 
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quality, they are pleaſures; for quantity, fulneſs; for dignity, 
at God's right-hand ; for eternity, for evermore. And millions 


9 


of-years multiplied by milliors, make not up one minute to this 
mr FLO. / OE TITTIES oo 
hears more; the heart conceives 


The eye fees much, the ear | the h be | 
moſt; yet all ſhort of apprehenſion, mach more of comprehenſion - 


of thoſe pleaſures. Therefore it is ſaid, Enter thou into thy maſ** 


ter's jey; for it is too great to enter into thee, Mat xxv.' 23. 
Neither will I any farther exerciſe myſelf in things too high for me, 
Pfal. exxxi. 1. For as St Paul tells us, The heart of man is not 


able to conceive thoſe joys ; which being fo,” how ſhould I be able 


to expreſs them in words? - 


And yet though we cannot comprehend this glory, this far 


mofe excellent, exceeding and eternal weight of tranſcendent glory ; yet 
may and ought we to admire the never enough to be admired 


bounty and goodneſs of God and our Redeemer, in crying out, O 
the depth, &c. O the ſweetnefs of his love, how, unſrarchable are 
bis thoughts and intendments to man-ward? (once miſerably for- 


lorn, loſt and undone) and his ways paſt finding aut, Rom. xi. 33. 
J..... NA, TSS et. 
Sec. 1. B T for the better confirming of this ſo impor- | 


tant a truth, in theſe atheiſtical times, fee ſome 


— . 


rious, that no mortal eye can behold the brightneſs of it, how glo- 


rious then is the Creator bimſelf? or, that light from whence it 
receives its light? If the frame of the heavens and globe of the 


earth be ſo glorious, which is but the lower hoafe, or rathet the 


* foat-flool of the Almighty, as the Holy Ghoſt phrafeth it, 7/2. Ixvi. 


1. Mat. v. 35. As vii. 49. how. glorious and wonderful is the 


Maker thereof, and the city where he keeps his court? Or if 
firiners, even the worſt of wicked men, and God's enemies, have 


here in this earthly pilgrimage, ſuch variety of enjoy ments to 


pleaſe their very ſenles; as who'can expreſs the pleaſurable va- 


riety of objects for the fight; of meats and drinks to ſatisfy and 
delight the taſte; of voices and melodious ſounds, to recteate the 


hearing; of ſcents and perfumes, provided to accommodate our 
very ſmellings; of recreations and ſports, to bewitch the whole 


man: and the like of honour and profit, which are:idols that car 
aa men de mige) acht upon, and take pleaſure in; dhe 


1 
theſe burthly and bodily joys are but the body, or rather the dr 5 


of true joy) what think we muſt be the ſoal thereof, i. thoſe 


delights 


ny 
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delights and pleaſures, that are reſerved for the glorified ſaints, 
and God's deareſt darlings in Heaven? Again, "os 

Secondly, If natural men find ſuch pleaſure and ſweetneſs in ſe · 
cular wiſdom, lip-learning and brain-knowledge; for even mun- 
dane knowledge hath ſuch a ſhew of excellency in it, that it is 
highly affected both by the good and bad: as, O the pleafure that 
rational men take therein !.it, being ſo fair a virgin that every clear 
eye is in love with her; ſo rich a pearl, that none but ſwine do de- 
ſpiſe it: yea, among all the trees in the garden, none ſo takes with 
rational men as the tree of knowledge (as Satan well knew, when 
he Tet upon our firſt parents) inſomuch that Plato thinks, in caſe 
wiſdom could but repreſent itſelf unto the eyes, it would ſet the” 
heart*on fire with the love of it. And athers affirm, that there 
is noleſs difference between the learned and ignorant, than there 
is between the living and the dead, or between, men and beaſts. 

And yet the pleaſure which natural and mortal men take in ſecu- 
lar and mundane knowledge and learning, is nothing comparable 
to that pleaſure, that an experimental Chriſtian finds in the di- 
vine and ſupernatural knowledge of God's word: which made 
David and Solomon prefer it before the honey and the honey-comb 
for ſweetneſs: and to value it above thouſands of gold and filver; yea, 
before pearls and precious ſtones for worth. How ſweet then ſhall 

our knowledge in Heaven be? For Bere we ſee but darkly, and as 
it abere in a glaſi, or by moon. light; but there «ve Hall knoww, even 

as oe are known, and /ee God and Cbriſt in the face, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 

_ Thirdly, If meer naturaliſts have been ſo taken with the love of 
virtue, that they thought, if a virtuous ſoul could but ſee it with 
temporal eyes, it would raviſh all men with love and admiration 
thereof; yea, if the very worlt of men, drankards, blaſphemers, 
and the like, though they moſt ſpitefully ſcoff at, and backbite the 
people of God : yet when they know a man ſincere, upright and 
honeſt, cannot chooſe but love, commend and honour him in 
their hearts;. as it fared with Herod nao. Jobn, and king 
Agrippa touching Paul: how lovely then mult virtue be? 
SecrT. 2. Or rather, if God's own people are ſo raviſhed with 
the graces and privileges which they enjoy upon earth, as the . 
aſſurance of the pardon of fin, the peace of a good conſcience, and 

| joy of the Holy Ghoſt, which is but glorification begun: what 

| will they be, when they ſhall enjoy the perfection of glory in 

| Heaven? As ſee but ſome inſtances of their preſent enjoyments 

here below. Fir/t, If we were never to receive any reward for 
thoſe ſmall labours of love, * duties we do to the glory of God, 
| | 2 3 


and profit of others, we might think ourſelves ſufficiently recom- 
penſed in this life, with the calm and quietneſs of a good conſci- 
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ence, the honeſty of a virtuous and holy life: Taat we can do and 
ſuffer ſomething for the love of Chriſt, who hath done and ſuffer'd 
ſo much to ſave us: That by our works the majeſty of God is 
magniked, to whom all homage is due, gnd all ſervice too little. 
For godlineſs in every ſickneſs is a phy ſician, in every contention 
1 every doubt a ſchoolman, in all heavineſs a preach - 
er, and a comforter unto whatſoever eſtate it comes, making the 
whole life as it were a perpetual ha/le/ujah. Yea, God ſo ſheds his 
love abroad. in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, that we are in Hea- 
ven before we come thither. Inſomuch that as the fire flieth to his 
197 2 the ſtone haſtens to the center, the river to the ſea, às to 
their end, and reſt, and are violently detained in all other places; 
ſo are the hearts, of God's people, without their Maker and Re- 
deemer, their laſt end and eternal reſt and quietneſs, never at 
reſt: like the needle touched with the loadſtone, which ever 


ſtands quivering and trembling until it enjoy the full and direct 


aſpect of the northern pole. But more particularly: | 
Ho doth the aſſurance of the pardon of ſin alone, clear and 
calm all the florms of the mind, making any condition comfort- 


able, and the worſt and greateſt miſery to be no miſery? ? 


To be delivered of a child, is np ſmall joy to the mother: But 
to be delivered from ſin is a far greater joy to the ſoul. And to 
this we may add the joy of the Holy Ghoſt, and the peace of con- 


fcience, otherwiſe called the peace of God which paſſetb all under- 


 fanding. Theſe are privileges that make Paul happier in his chain 
ol iron, than Agrippa in his chain of gold: And Peter more mer- 
ry under ſtripes, than; Caiaphas upon the judgment-ſeat; and Se- 
pben the like under that ſhower of ones. Pleaſures are ours, if we 
be Chriſt's: whence thoſe expreſſions of the Holy Ghoſt ;- The. 
rd bath. done great things for us, wwhereaf aue rejoice. Be Fig in 
the Lord,, and rgioice, je rigbteous; and ſhout for joy all yet 
upright in heart. Let all that put their trufl in thee rejoice, let them- 


even, ſbout out. for joy. Rejoice evermore ; and again I ſay rejoice. 


Kejoice with oy unſpeakable, and full of glory. Our rejoicing is this, 
_ the teflimony of our conscience. Tour heart ſhall rejoice, and your joy 
ſhall no man take from you, &c. So that it is a ſhame for the faith- 


ful, not to be joyful; and they ſin if they rejoice not, whatſoever 
their conditiop be. The Eunuch no ſooner felt the pardon of fin 
upon; his, being baptized into the faith of Chriſt, but he went on 


his way rejoicing, Ad, viii. 39. He then found more ſolid joy, 
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Book III. #f Heaven and Hell. 21 
than ever he had done in his riches, honours, and great places 
under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. At the ſame time when 

the diſciples were perſecuted, they are ſaid to be filled with zoy, 
3 and with the Holy Ghoſt, Acts xiii. 5 2. And as their afflictions do 
I abound, ſo their conſolations abound alſo, 2 Cor. i. 5. For theſe are 
} 


. comforts that will ſupport and refreſh a child of God in the very 
"midſt of the flames, as the martyrs found: for mavgre all their 
perſecutors could do, their peace and joy did exceed their pain; 
as many of them manifeſted to all that ſaw them ſuffer. ; _ + 
_ Sexcr. 3. Where obſerve, before we go any further, what ſort 
they are, that cry out, It is in vain to ſerve God, and unprofitable 
to keep his commandments, as it is in Mal. iii. 14, For had theſe 
fools but taſted of the fweet comforts that are in the very works 
of piety, and that heaven upon earth, the feaſt of a good conſcience, 
and joy of the inward man, they could not ſo ſpeak : yea, then 
would they ſay, there is no life like the life of a chriſtian. For as 
the prieſts of Mercury, when they eat their figs and honey, cried 
out, Oh hoau feet is truth ! So if the worſt of a believer's life in 
this world be ſo ſweet, how ſweet ſhall his life be in that his hea- 
venly Jeruſalem and holy city, where God himſelf dwelleth, and 
where we ſhall reign with Chriſt our bridegroom, and be the 
Lamb's wife ? which City is of pure gold, like unto clear glaſs; 
the ' avalls of jaſper, W twelve foundations garniſbed with all 
manner of precious flones; the firſt foundation being jaſper, be ſecond 
Jappbire, the third a chalcedony, the fourth an emerald, the. fifth a 
fardonyx, the fixth a ſardius, the ſeventh @ chryſolite, the eighth a 
beryl, tbe ninth à topaz, the tenth a chryſaphrafis, the eleventh a 
| gacinth, the twelfth an amethyſt : having tawelve gates of twelve 
pearls; the fireets thereof of pure gold, as it were tranſparent glajs: 
| tn the midi of which city, is a pure river of the water of life, clear - 
es chryflal, and of either fide the tree of life ; which bears twelve. 
manner of fruits, yielding ber fruit every month ; the leaves whereof 
ferve to heal the nations: where is the throne of God and of the Lamb; 
avhom wwe his ſervants ſhall for ever ſerve, and ſee his face, and 
have his name written in our foreheads. And there fhall be no night, 
neither is there need of the ſun, neither of the moon to ſhine in it; for 
the glory of God doth lig hien it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. In- 
40 which nothing that defileth- ſhall enter; but they- alone which are 
| ewritten in the Lamb's book of life ; as is expreſt Rew. xxi. and xxii. 
The Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking aſter the manner of men, and accord- 
ing to our ſlender capacity ; for otherwiſe. no words can in any 
meaſure expreſs the tranſcendency of that place of pleaſure. _ 
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22 A ſerious and pathetical Deſcription © 

Only here we haye a taſte, or earneſt-penny, one drop of thoſe 
divide dainties, of thoſe ſpiritual, ſupernatural and divine plea- 
ſures, reſerved for the citizens of that heavenly Jeru/alem, ſome 
ſmall ſmack whereof we have even in the barren deſert of this 
perilous peregrination. God letting out, as it were, a certain 
kind of manna, which in ſome ſort refreſheth his thirſty people 
in this wilderneſs, as with moſt ſweet honey, or water dillilied 
from out of the rock. As what elſe are thoſe jubilees of the 
heart; thoſe ſecret and inward joys which proceed from a good 
conſcience, grounded upon a confident hope of future ſalvation ? 
As what elſe do theſe great cluſters” of grapes ſignify, but the 
_ fertility of the future Land of Promiſe. 5 ' 
Ser. 4. True it is, none can know the ſpiritual joy and 
comfort of a chriſtian, but he that lives the life of a chriſtian, 
» Fohn vii. 17. As none could learn the virgins ſong, but them 
that ſang it, Rev. xiv. 3. No man can know the peace of a 
_ *pood conſcience, but he that keeps a good conſcience. No man 
knows the hidden manna, and white ſtone, with a new name 
written in it, but they that receive the ſame, Rev. ii. 17. 
The world can ſee a chriſtian's outſide, but the raptures of his 
ul, the raviſhing delights of the inward man, and joy of the 
ſpirit, for the remiſſion of his ſins, and the infuſion of grace, 


— 


with ſuch like ſpiritual privileges, more glorious than the ſtates | 


'of kingdoms, are as a covered meſs to the men of the world. 
But I may appeal to any man's conſcience that hath been 
ſoftened with the unclion of grace, and truly taſted the powers 
of the world to come; to him that hath the love of God ſhed 
abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghoſt; in whoſe ſoul the light 
of grace ſhines, whether his whole life be not a perpetual 
Hallelujah, in compariſon of his natural condition? Whether he 
finds not his joy to be like to the joy of harveſt? or as men re- 
Joice when they divide the ſpoil? J. ix. 3. Whether he finds 
not more joy in goodneſs than worldlings can do, when their 
iwneat, wine, and oil aboundeth, - P/al. iv. 7. and lii. 7, 8. Vea, 


he can ſpeak it out of experience, that as in prefare joy, even 


in laughter the heart is ſorrowful: ſo in godly ſorrow, even 
In weeping the heart is light and chearful. The face may be pale, 
yet the heart may be calm and quiet. So St Paul, as ſorrowing 
yet alabays rejcicing, 2 Cor. vi. 10, Our cheeks may run down with 
tears, and yet our mouth ſing forth praiſes. And ſoon the contrary. 

iz» =» © Where, (O God) there wants thy grate, ' - © - 
Mirib is only in the face,' 2 Cor. v. 12. 
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Well may a careleſs worldling laugh more, as what will ſooner 
make a map laugh than a witty jeſt, but to hear of an inheritance 
of an hundred pounds a year, that is fallem to a man, will mike 


—— 


* 23 


him more ſolidly merry within. .. Light is ſozon to the righteous, 
and joy for the upright, Pal. xcvii. 11. My Jervant, faith God, 


Hall feng and rejoice: but they ball aveep, &. Wai. Ixv. 14. 


. 1 


. Indeed we are not merry enough, becauſe we are not chriſ- 


- tians enough, becauſe ſin is a cooler of our joy, as water is of 
fire. And bke the worm in Jonab's gourd, bites the very root of 


our joy, and makes it wither. Yea, fin, like a damp, puts out 


all the lights of out pleaſure, and deprives us of the light of 


God's countenence, as it did David, Pſal. li. 12. and iv. 6. So 
that the fault is either, Firſt, in the too moch ſenſuality of a 


chriſtian, that will not forego the pleaſures of fin, or the more 


muddy joys and pleaſures of this world, which are poiſon to the 
ſoul, and drown. our joys, as bees are.drowned in honey, but 


live in vinegar... Men would have ſpiritual joy, but withal they 


would not part with their carnal joy: yet this is an infallible 
concluſion, There is no enjoying a worldly paradiſe here, and 
another hereaſter. TEE ↄ out ap 
Or, Secondly, The fault is in the taſte, not in the meat; in the 
folly of the judgment, not-in the pearl, when a grain of corn 
is preferred before it. To taſte ſpiritual joys, a man muſt be 
ſpiritual; for the ſpirit reliſbeth the things of the ſpirit; and like 


loyeth his like. Between a ſpiritual man, and ſpiritual joys, 
there is as mighty an appetite and enjoying, as between flefh- 


ly meat, and a carnal ſtomach. Therefore the want of this taſte 
and apprehenſion condemneth the world to be carnal, but mag- 
Inifies the. joys ſpiritual, as being above her carnal appre- 
henſion. by r, ME TELE SEP 5 e 0 by RR PRE ED 1 
.- Thirdly, Herein lies the fault, few feel theſe joys in this life ; 


becauſe they will not crack the ſhell te get the kernel; they will 


9 


not pare the fruit to eat the pulp; nor till the ground to reap 
the harveſt. They fly the wars, and thereby leſe the glory of 


the victory. They will not dig in the craggy mountain to find 
a mine of gold; nor prune the vine, therefore enjoy not the 
fruit. They fly mortification, and therefore attain not the 
ſweet ſpiritual conſolation which ever attends the ſame. - And 
fo much for the 9875 The uſe may be manifold. f 

SECT. Fs, Is it ſo, that the torments of Hell are ſo exquiſite? 
euyen worſe than = pangs of death, or child birth, ſcald- 


7 
12 
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ing lead, drinks of gall and wvarmwood, griping of ebeſt. worms, fits of 
ide flone, gout, flrangury, flames of fire and briniſtone ? Vea, are all 
theſe and all other pains that can be named put together, but ſha- 
dows and flea-bitings toit? And are they to be enduredevertafting- 
.Iy? And are all fornicators, idolaters, thiewes, covetous, drunkards, 
Swearers, railers, fearful and unbelieving perſons, murterers, ſorcerers, 
liars, and all unrighteous perſons to have their part and portion in that 
Jake? And withal to loſe their part and portion in the #ingdom of * 
Heaven, as the word of God expreſly tells us? Ne. xxi. 7, 8: and wor 
xxii. 14, 15. How is it that we are not more affected therewith ? of t 
The only reaſon is, moſt men are ſo far from believing the vin. 
word of God in this point, that they do not believe there is a God. ſix 
The fool, ſays David, Bath ſaid in his heart, There is 'no God, Pſal. ſap 
x. 4. to 14 And the reaſon follows, His ways always proſper, Pial. to 
Ixxiii. 3. to 21. And hence it is, that they live like beaſts, becauſe G 
they think they ſhall die like beaſts, without any anſwer for what the 
they have either acted or left undone; and accordingly reſolve, Ar 
Let us eat and drink, for to morroav we fall die, as the Fioly Ghoſt Ge 


hath acquainted us with their inmoſt. thoughts, 1 Cor. xv. 32. in 
Whereas if men did believe either Heaven or Hell, they could De 
never ſo careleſly hazard the loſing of the one, or the procuring of bl 
the other. As, Oh the madneſs of theſe men ! that cannot be fu 


hired to hold their finger for one minute in the weak flame of a 
Farthing candle, and yet for trifles will plunge themſelves, body 
and ſoul, into thoſe endleſs and infinitely ſcorching flames of 
If a king but threatens a malefactor to the dungeon, to the rack, 
to the wheel, his bones tremble, a horrid palſy runs through all 
His joints: but let God threaten the unſufferable torments of 
burning Tephe/, we ſtand unmoved, undaunted. And what makes 
the difference ? The one we believe as preſent, the other is, as 
they think uncertain, and long before it comes, if ever it do eome. 
Othetwiſe it could not be, ſince the ſoul of all its ſufferings are 
the ſufferings of the ſoul; ſince as painted fire is to material, ſuch 
r 
Men may ſay, they believe there is an Hell, and a Heaven, but 
ſurcly they would never ſpeak as they ſpeak, think as they think, 
do as they do, if they thought that their thoughts, words, and 
actions ſhould ever come to judgment. If men believed that Hea- 
. ven was ſo ſweet, and Hell ſo intolerable as the word makes 
ls them, they would be more obedient upon earth. The volup- 
|| | tuous and covetous would not ſay „Take your Heaven, let us have 
„ money, pleaſure, Qc. 3 Ster. 
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Scr. 2: True, there are none ſo confirmed in atheiſm, but 
| ſome great danger will make them fly to the aid of a divine power, 
as Plato ſpeaks, Extremity of diſtreſs, will ſend the profaneſt to 
God: as the drowning man ſtreteheth out his hand to that bough 
which he contemned while he ſtood ſafe on ſhore. Even Sarda- 
napalus, for all his bold denying of a God, at every tearing of 
thunder, was wont to hide his head in a hole. en 
Yea, in their greateſt jollity, even the moſt ſecure heart in the 
world hath ſome flaſhes of fear, that ſeize on them like an arieft 
of treaſon; at leaſt on their death. beds. Had they as many pro- 
vinces as Ahaſuerus had, they would give an hundred and twenty- 
fix of them, to be ſure there were no Hell, tho? all their life the 
ſuppoſed it but a fable. And this makes them fearful to die, and 
to die fearfully. Yea, how often do thoſe Ruffians that den 
Gad at the tap - houſe, preach him at the Gallows? and confeſs 
that in ſincerity of heart, which they 'Oppugned in wantonneſs ? 
And certainly, if they did not at one time or other beliebe a 
God, a day of Judgment, a Heaven and a Hell, they ſhould be 
in a worſe condition than Felix or Belſſpaxxar; yea, than the 
Devils themſelves; for they believe them, yea, quake and trem- 
- ble to think of them, as being ſtill in a fearful expectation of 
further degrees of actual torments, Marth: viii. 9. 


. 4 ” 


However, admit their lethargick conſcience be not awakened, 
until they come into Hell, as God not feldom leaves them tb 
be confuted by fire and brimſtone, becauſe nothing elſe will do 
it, yet in Hell they ſhall know, there is a righteous judge that 
will reward every man according to his deeds; and confeſs what 
they once vainly imagined, was but imagined. There may be 
atheiſts on earth, there are none in Hell. Vengeance ſhall make 
then wiſe whom ſin bath made and left foblif in. 
A pope of Rome being upon his death · bed, fad to tfoſe abofit 
bim; Now comes three things to trial, which all my life Imad: abubt 
of s Whether there: be a God, a Devil, an whether the foul be in- 
mortal. Twas not long ere he was fully reſolved with a ven- 
geance: and ſo ſhall you, O ye -fools; when that hour comes; 
though you flatter yourſelves for the preſent, when you feel it, 
you will confeſs it; and when it is too late you will like à fool ſay, 
Alas! 1 had not thaught.. For this is the difference between a fool 
and a wiſe man, A wiſe man, (faith Solomon) Foreſeth the eil, (the 
evil of Hell, ſays Bernard) and prewenleth it; hut fools go on and 
are puniſhed, Prov. xxii. 3. Acknowledge thyſelf à fool then; or 
bethink chyſelf now, and do thereafier, without delaying one 
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26 A ſcrious and pathetical. Deſcription n 
minute; for there is no redemption. from Hell, if once thou com. 
_ eſt there. And there thou may 'ſt be (for aught thou knoweſt) this 
very day; yea, before thou eanſt ſwallow thy ſpittle ; "thy" 3 
may leave beating, before thou canſt fetch thy breath. | 
_ © SgcrT. 3. But to ſpeak this to the ſenſualiſts is labour i TRE 
for their conſciences are ſo blinded, that they (as they think) do 
believe an Heaven and an Hell, yea, in God, and in Chriſt, as 
well as the preeiſeſt, John iv- 39, 46, 47. For it is hard for men 
to believe their. own unbelief in this caſe, they that are moſt 
dangerouſly lick, are leaſt ſenſible of their being N 
A very likely matter, thou believeſt in Chriſt, and hopeſt t to be 
ſaved by him, when thou wilt neither imitate his actions, nor fol- 
low his precepts. How does this hang together? Let me aſk thee 
2 queſtion or twa, that many: convince thee of thy unbelief: if a 
Phyſician ſhould ſay to his patient, bere ſtands a cordial, which 
1 you take, will cure you; but touch not this other vial; for that 
Is adly poiſon ;. and he wittingly refuſeth the cordial to take the 
poiſon: will not every one conclude, that eicher he believed not 
155 phyſician, or preferred death before life. If Lot's ſons. in · law 
had believed their father, when he told them the city ſhould ſud- 
. denly be deſtroyed with fire and brimſtone, and that by flying F 
they might eſcape it, they would have obeyed his counſel. If the 
old world had believed that God would indeed, and in good earn- 
elt. bring ſuch a flood upon them as he threatened, they wouldhave 
entered into the ark, and not have ſcoffed at Noah ſor building 
it. So if yon did firmly believe what God in the ſcripture ſpeaks 
of Hell, you would need no entreaties to avoid the fame. | 
Scr. 4. But alas, men of thy condition are ſo far from believ- 
ing what God threatens in his word againſt their ſins; that they 
Blifs themſelves in their bearts, faying, Ma hall have peace, although 
% avalk according ta. the Hubbormneſi of our own will ö . adding 
dtrunlennęſi to thirft, Dent. xxix. 19. Vea, they prefer their con- 
dition before others, who are abſtemious, and miake conſeience 
of their ways, thinking that they delude themſelves wick need- 
lefs fears and ſcruples, 2 Kings xviii. 22, 30, 33, 355 
Alas, if they did in good earneſt believe, that there is ber 
God or Devil, Heaven or Hell, or that they have immortal ſools, 
which ſhall everlaſtingly line in bliſs: or woe, and receive act 
1 avbat they have done in tbeir bodies,” whether it b good or evil, © 
2 Cor. v 10. they could not but lire thereafter,,! ns make it 
heir principal care how to be ſav. * *. 
But alas, they ——— they ſee and feeljant now bey be- 
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com. lieve the laws of the land, and know that there are ſtocks and 
) this O bridewells, and gaols, and dungeons, and racks; and gibbets for 
pulſe malefactors; and this makes them abſtain from murder, felony, 
261 and the like; but they believe not things inviſible and to come: 
vain, W for if they did, they would as well, yea much more, far him that 
t) do hath poæver to caſt both body and ſoul into Hell, than they do rhe 
t, as temporal magiſirate, that hath only power to kill ' the bedy'; they 
men MW would think it a very hard bargein, to' win the whole world, and loſe 
moſt Heaven, and their own Souls, Luke ii. 25. Fs 
a Mien fear a gaol, more than the fear of Hell, and ſtand more 
upon their filver, or ſides ſmarting, than upon their ſouls ; and re- 
gard more the blaſts of men's breath, than the fire of God's wrath ; 
and tremble more at the thought of a ſerjeant or bailiff, than of 
Satan and everlaſting perdition ; elſe: they would not be hired with 
all the world's wealth, multiplied as many times as there be ſands 
-on the ſea-ſhore, to hazard, in the leaſt, the loſs of thoſe everlaſt- 
ing Joys before ſpoken of, or to-purchaſe and plunge themſelves 
into thofe eaſeleſs and everlaſting flames of fire and brimſtone in 
Hell, there to fry body and ſoul; where ſhall be an innumerable 
company of Devils and damned ſpirits to affright and torment 
them, but not one to comfort or pity them. Confident Tam, thou 
} - wouldſt not endure here to hold thy hand in a fiery crucible for 
the ſpace of a day, or an hour, for all the world's wealth and 
ſplendor: how then, (if thou bethinkeſt thyſelf) wilt thou here- 
after endure that, and ten thonfand thouſand times more for 
millions of millions of ages ? See Rev. xx. 10. and bethink thy- 
ſelf how. thou wilt brook to be caſt into a doleful diſconſolate 


ev- dungeon, to lie in utter darkneſs, in eternal chains of darkneſs, 
hey in little eaſe, at no eaſe for ever and ever. Canſt thou endure to 
uph dabell with devouring fire, with ewerlaſting burnings ? © 0 
ting Scr. 5. Wherefore let me, my Brethren, beſeech you not 
06- to be ſuch atheiſts and fools, as to fall into Hell before you will 
nce fear it, when by fearing it, you may avoid it, and by neglecting 
ed. it, you cannot but fall into it. What though it be uſual with 
795 men, to have no ſenſe of their ſouls till they muſt leave their 
ber bodies? Yet do not you therefore leap into Hell to keep them 
1s, company, but be perſuaded to betbink you now, rather than when 
ing it will be too late; when the draw-bridge will be taken ap, and 


when it will vex every vein of your hearts, that you had ne more 
care of your ſouls. Vet there is grace offer'd, if we will not ſhut 
our hearts and wills againſt it, and refuſe our own mercy : but 
how long God will wait thy leiſure, or how ſoon-he will, in his ſo 


knoweſt not; nor canſt thou promiſe thyſelfone minute's time. Oh 
EEE Ee gn * ; 


long provoked juſtice, pronounce thy irreyocable ſentence, thou - 
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28. A ferious and -patbetical Deſcription | — 


Od that men would believe the God of truth (that cannot lie) 
touching ſpiritual and eternal things, but as they do thoſe tempo- 


rary and tranſitory Oh that thou who art the ſacred Monarch of this 
migbty frame, would ſt give them hearts to believe at leaſt thus 
much. That things themſelves are in the inviſible world, in the 
world viſtble but their ſhadows only ! and that whatſoever wicked 
men enjoy here, it is but as in a dream; their plenty is but like a 


drop of pleaſure before a river of ſorrow and diſpleaſure: and 
wWhatſoever the godly feel, but as a drop of miſery before a river 
of mercy*and glory. That though thou, the great and juſt Judge of 


all the world, come ſlowly to judgment, yet thou wilt come ſurely: 
as the clock comes ſlowly and by minutes to the ſtroke, yet it ſtrikes 
at laſt. That thoſe are only true riches; which being once had, can 
never be loft. That heaven is a treaſure worthy our hearts, a pur- 
chaſe worthy our lives: that when all is done, how to be ſaved is 


the beſt plot. That there is no mention of one in the whole Bible 


that ever ſinned without repentance, but he was puniſhed without 
mercy. For then there would not be a fornicator, or profane per- 


_ fon, as E/au, who, for a portion of meat, ſold his inheritance, 
-Heb.-xii. 16. Then they would not be of the number of thoſe, that 


o doted upon purchaſes, and farms, and oxen, that they made 


light of:going to the Lord's ſupper, Lale xiv. 17, 18, 20. Nor of 


the Gadarenes mind, who preferred their hogs before Chriſt. Then 


would they know it better to want all things, than that one need- 


ful thing; whereas now they defire all other things, and neglect 


that one thing which is ſo needful. They would hold it far bet - 
ter, in good fadneſs to be ſaved with a few, as Noah was in the 
ark, than in good fellowſhip, with the multitude to be drowned 


in ſin, and damned for company. Nor would they think it any diſ- 


paragement to their wiſdoms, to change their minds, and be of 


another judgment than what they are. 
„ Gi An. 


g Sxer. 2. e. the joys of Heaven ſo unſpeakable and 


lorious ? how then ſhould we admire the love and 


bounty of God, and bleſs his name, who for the performance of 


ſo ſmall a work, hath propoſed ſo great a reward? And for the ob- 


taining of ſuch an happy ſtate, hath impoſed ſuch an eaſy taſk. 


Vea more, Is Heaven ſo unſpeakably ſweet and delectable, is Hell 


ſo unutterably doleful? Then let nothing be thought too much 
that we can either do or fuffer or Chriſt, who hath freed us from 
the one, and purchaſed for us the other. Tho' indeed, nothing 
that we are able to do or fuffer here, can be compared wich thoſe 


woes we have deſerved in Hell, or thoſe joys we are reſerved to 


nity of torment, Jeſus hath freed and delivered us. 


Book III. e Heaven and Hell: 293 - 
in Heaven. And indeed, that we are now out of Hell, not fry. 
ing in flames of fire and brimſtone, never to be freed; that we. 
have the free offer of grace here, and everlaſting glory hereafter. 
in Heaven, we are only beholden to him. We are all by nature, , 
as traitors, condemned to ſuffer eternal torment in Hell-fire, be- 
ing only reprieved for a time: but from this extremity, and eter- 


O think then! yea, be ever thinking of it, how rich the mer- 
cy of our redeemer was in freeing us; and: that by laying down 
his own life to redeem us. Vea, how cen we be thankful enough 
for ſo great a bleſling ? It was a mercy beſtowed, and a way found 


out, that may aſtoniſh all the ſons of men upon earth, and angels in ; 


Heaven. Which being ſo, let us ſtudy to be as thankful as we can. 
Hath Chriſt done ſo much for us, and ſhall we deny him any thing. 
be requireth of us? Nor can any one in common reaſon meditate. 
ſo unbottomed a love, and not ſtudy and ſtrive for:an anſwerable 
and thankful demeanor, If a friend had given us but a thouſandth 


part of what God and Chriſt bath, we ſhould heartily love him all 


our lives, and think no thanks ſufficient : what price then ſhould 
we ſet upon Jeſus Chriſt, who is the life of our lives, and the ſoul 
of our ſouls? Do we then for Chriſt's ſake, what we would do 
for a friend's ſake. Vea, let us abhor ourſelves for gut former un- 
thankfulneſs, and our wonderful provoking of him. Hearken we 
unto Chriſt's voice, in all that he ſaith unto us, without being 
ſwayed one way or another, as the moſt are; let us whom Chi, | 
hath redeem'd, expreſs our thankfulneſs, by obeying all that he ſaith 
unto us, whatever it coſts us, fince nothing can be too much to en- 
dure for thoſe pleaſures which ſhall endure for ever. As, whowould. 
not obtain Heaven at any rate, at any coſt or trouble whatſoever? 
In Heaven is a crown laid up for all ſuch as ſuffer for righteouſnels, , 
even a crown without cares, without rivals, without envy, without - 
end. And is not this reward enough for all that men or devils can 
do againſt us? Who would not ſerve a ſhort apprenticeſhip in 
God's ſervice here, to be made for ever free in glory? Yea, who 
would not be a Philpot for a month, or a Lazarus for a day, or a, 
Stephen for an hour, that he might be in Abraban's boſom. for. 
ever? Nothing can be too much to endure for thoſe pleaſures. 
that endure for ever. Yea, what pain can we think too much to 
ſuffer ? What great enough to do to obtain eternity? for this in- 
corruptible crown of glory in Heaven? 1 Per. v. 4. where we, 
ſhall have all tears wiped from our eyes; where we ſhall ecaſe to, 
ſorrow, ceaſe to ſuffer, ceaſe to ſin; where God ſhall turn all the 
water of our affliction, into the pure wine of endleſs and inexpreſſi - 
ble comfort. 1 - You 
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30 A. ſerious and pathetical Deſcription  _ 


You ſhall ſometimes ſee an hired ſervant, venture his life for his 
new maſter, that will ſcarce pay him his wages at the year's end ; 
and can we ſuffer too much for our Lord and Maſter, who giveth 
every one that ſerveth him, not fields and vineyards, as Saul pre- 


tended, 1 Sam. xxii. 7, &e. nor towns and cities, as Cicero is pleaſed | 


to boaſt of Cz/ar, but even an hundred-fold more than he parteth 
withal here in this life, and eternal manſions in heaven hereafter, 


ohn Xiv.-2. | | „„ | | 
St Paul ſaith, Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, wwork- 
eth for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 
17, 18. where note the incomparable and infinite difference be- 
tween the work and the wages; light afflict on, receiving a weight 
of glory; and momentary aàffliction, eternal glory. Suitable to the 
reward of the wicked, whoſe empty delights live and die in a mo- 


ment; but their unſufferable puniſhment, is indeterminable and 
- endleſs. Their pleafure is ſhort, their pain everlaſting : our pain is 


ſhort, our jay eternal. Bleed is the man that endureth temptation, 
for when be is tried he ſhall receive the crown of liſe, James i. 12. 
SECT. 2. Thirdly, Is Hell and eternal miſery the reward of tin? 
What folly is it then, or rather madneſs, for the ſmall pleaſure 
of ſome baſe luſt, ſome paltry profit, or fleeting vanity, (Which 
paſſeth away in the very act, as the taſte of a pleaſant drink dieth 
0 ſoon as it iMown) to bring upon ourſelves in another world, 
torments without end, and beyond all compaſs of conceit? 
_ © Fourthly, Is it ſo, that God hath ſet before us life and death, 
Heaven and Hell, as a reward of good and evil, leaving us as it were 


to our choice, whether we will be compleatly and everlaſtingly hap-- 


py or miſerable? With what refolution and zeal ſhould we firive to 
make dur calling and election ſure? not making our greateſt buſineſs 
our leaſt and laſt care. I know well, thou hadſt rather when thou 


dieft, go to reign with Chriſtin his kingdom for evermore, than be 


confin d to a perpetualpriſon or furnace of fire and brimſtone, there 
to be tormented wich the Deviland his angels: if ſo, provoke not the 
Lord, who is great and terrible, of moſt glorious majeſty, and of in- 
finite purity ; and who hath equally promiſed ſalvation unto thoſe. 


whichkeephiscommandments,and threatned eternal death and de- 
ſtruction to thoſe that break em. For as he is to all repentant finners | 


a moſt merciful God, Ex. xxxiv. 6. ſo to all wil ful and impenitent ſin- 
ners he is a conſuming fire, and ajealous God, Heb. xii. 29. Deut. iv. 24. 
There was a king, who having no iſſue to ſucceed him, eſpied 
one day a well. favoured and towardly Vouth; he took him to the 
court, and committed him to tutors to inſtruct him, providing by 
his will chat if he proved fit for government, he ſhould be r 
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Book HI. of Heaven and Hell. 3 
ed king; if not, he ſhould be kept in chains, and made a galley- 
_  flave. The youth was miſled, and neglected both his tutor s good 


dieſt this day in thy natural condition. 


counſel and his book, ſo that his mailer corrected him, and faid, 
O that theu knewef! what honour is prepared for thee ! and what thow 
art to loſe by this thy idle and looſe carriage NM ell, thou wilt afterwards, 8 
when tis too late, ſurely rue this. And when he grew to years, the 
king died, whoſe councils and executors perceiving him to be ut- 

terly unfit for ſtate government, called him before them, and de- 
clared the king's will and pleaſure, which was accordingly per- 
farmed; for they cauſed him to be fettered and committed to the 


galleys, there to toil and tug at the oar perpetually, where he 


was whip'd and laſh'd, if he remitted his ſtroke never ſo little; 
where he had leiſure to confider with himſelf, that now he was 
chained, who might have walked at liberty; now he was a ſlave, 
who might, if he would, have been a king; now he was over- 


ruled by Turks, who might have ruled over Chrifians; the thought 


whereof could not but double his miſery, and make him bewail 
his condition with tears of blood. Now, this hereafter will be 
the caſe of all careleſs perſons, fave that this comes as ſnhort of 
that, as Earth comes ſhort of Heaven, and temporary miſery of 
eternal. Wherefore if thou wouldſt have this to become thy very 
caſe, go on in thy wilful and perverſe impenitency ; but if not, 6 
bethink thyſelf, and do thereafter, and that without delay ing 
one minute; for there is ns redemptioa from Hell, if once thou 
comeſt there: And there thou may'itbe (for aught thou knoweſt! 


this'very day, yea before thou canſt ſwallow thy ſpittle, if thou 


Many men take liberty to ſin, and continue in a trade of ſin, be- 
cauſe God is mereiful: but they will one day find, that he is juſt as 
well as merciful. Th:re is mercy with God (faith the Pſalmiſt) hỹj 


2 rc be'feared, not that he may be deſpiſed, blaſphemed, Se. 


al. exxx. 4. Yea, know this, and write it in the table-book ef 


pad and apon the table of thy heart, That if God's b 


tifulneſs and long: ſulfeting towards thee does not lead thee to repentance, 
if abill double thy doom, and increaſe the pile of thy torments: And that 
every day which does not abate of thy reckoning, ' will increaſe it: 
And that thou by thy hardne/s and impenitenty, ſhalt but treaſure up tio 
thyſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath, and the declaration of the juſt - 
judgment Gel, Rom. H. 4% $6 OO 8 
Now this Judge hath told us, that wwe muſt give an account for | , 
every idle word we ſpeak, Mat. xii. 36. much more then for our - 
wicked actions; therefore beware what thou doſt againſt him. 
Men may dream of too much ſtrifineſs in holy courfes, but they 


d Ido not conjider the power, the purity, and ſtrictneſs of the Joo: . 
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A ſerious and patldlical Deſcription, &. 
He who brings even idle words to judgment, and forgets not a 


thought of diſobedience, how will he ſpare our groſs negligence 
and.preſumption ? how our formality and irreverence, in his ſer- 


vice, much more our flagitious wickedneſs? Heb. xij. 29. 


Szgr. 3. Wherefore,as you ever expect or hope for Heaven 
and Salvation, as you would eſcape the tormenting flames of 
Hell- fire, cgaſe to do evil, learn to do well. For ſanctification 


is the way to glorification, holineſs to eternal happineſs. If we 


would have God to glor ify . our bodies in Heaven, we alſo muſt 
glorify God in our bodies here on earth. = FOE +: 


And now fora concluſion: Are the joys of Heaven ſo unſpeax- 
able and glorious? the torments of Hell ſo woful and dolorous? 
then it behoves all parents and governors of families, to ſee to 
their childrens and ſervants ſouls, and that they miſcasry not 
through their neglect. As tell me, will not their blood be re- 


quir'd at your hands, if they periſh through your neglect? Will I» 


it not be ſad to have children and ſervants riſe up in judgment 
againſt you, and to bring in evidence at the great tribunal of 
Chriſt? ſaying, Lord, my father never minded me, my maſter . 
never regarded me; I might fin, he never reproved me, I might 
go to Hell, it was all one to bim. Will not this be ſad ? 3 


Secondly, If it be ſo, let children and ſervanis conſider, that | 1 
tis better to have Juſt reſtrained than ſatisfied ; tis better to be | || 


held. in, and reſtrained, from ſin, than to have a wicked Hberty. 
Be not angry with thoſe, who will not ſee you damn your fouls, 
and let you alone: they are your belt friends. Fear the ſtrokes 


of God's apger, be they ſpiritual or eternal, more than firokes 
of men. What's a fetter to a dungeon, a gallows to Heli-fire ? 
| Give not way to imaginary ſpeculative heart-ſins ; e : 


Now if any would: truly know themſelves, a 
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